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Welcome to May’s edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research and policy 
developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides research and consultancy services, 
i.e., children and young people's services, criminal justice, and adult social care and health. 
 
During April, there were a range of interesting reports relating to children and young people’s services 
and youth justice, including a rapid review of evidence on academies, and the findings of a research 
project by the crime reduction charity Nacro into gang-involved young people and the potential 
impacts of whole family relocation interventions.  
 
Concerning adult social care and health, the Welsh Government announced its intention to provide 
£20 million of recurring annual funding to continue proven successes from the Intermediate Care 
Fund.  In addition, a range of practical tools and guidance was released, including a useful practical 
guide on the deprivation of liberty safeguards from The Law Society, commissioned by the 
Department of Health. 
 
If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do contact us on 020 
7330 9170. 
 
Best wishes, 
    
Dr Stephen Boxford 
Head of Research 
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Children and young people’s services 
 

Reports 
 
Save the Children: The Power of Reading: How the next government can unlock every child’s 
potential through reading 
 
This report by Save the Children on behalf of the Read On, Get On campaign finds that more than half 
a million children are attending independent nurseries which do not employ a graduate early years 
teacher.  It suggests that the greatest impact of this is being felt by children from low-income families, 
with one in three of the UK’s poorest children leading primary school with poor reading ability.  The 
report concludes by calling on the next government to invest in a drive to recruit more graduates into 
the sector to ensure that every nursery in England is led by a qualified early years teacher. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
National Foundation for Educational Research: A guide to the evidence on academies 
 
This report presents the findings from a rapid review of evidence on the performance of academy 
schools.  Based on 13 key studies, the review intends to make a contribution to understanding current 
research on academies, identifying gaps in the current body of research, and drawing conclusions 
from the wider literature.  The report will form the first part of a series which will include a think piece 
arguing for a clearer long-term vision for the expansion of the academy system, survey data exploring 
parents’ knowledge and opinions on academies, and a factsheet providing a summary of the series’ 
findings. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health: Facing the Future: Together for Child Health 
 
This study, by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, the Royal College of Nursing and the 
Royal College of General Practitioners, found that the numbers of children admitted to hospital 
accident and emergency departments over the past decade have risen by more than a quarter.  The 
report finds that as a result services are struggling to cope, and warns that unless there is an overhaul 
of unscheduled care services such as A&E, there is a risk that the growing demand will result in 
poorer outcomes for children and young people. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
Impower: Breaking the Lock – A new preventative model to improve the lives of vulnerable 
children and make families stronger 
 
This study looks at how safeguarding systems can be improved in the wake of revelations regarding 
wide-spread child sexual exploitation in Rotherham.  In particular, it is critical of the role played by 
Ofsted through its inspections of children’s services.  It argues that Ofsted’s labelling of social care 
teams as ‘inadequate’ can have multiple negative repercussions, and that more needs to be done to 
ensure that Ofsted’s reporting mechanisms provide appropriate balance in their judgements and 
describe challenges facing services in a way which is constructive and practical. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 

 
 
 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/The_Power_of_Reading.pdf
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/IMPB02/IMPB02_home.cfm
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/sites/default/files/page/Facing%20the%20Future%20Together%20for%20Child%20Health%20final%20web%20version.pdf
http://www.impower.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/iMPOWER_BreakingtheLock_final_web2.pdf


 

 

Statistics 

 
Cafcass: April care demand statistics 
 
This statistical release by Cafcass, the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service, 
shows that the number of care applications between April 2014 and March 2015 hit an all-time high, 
with a year-on-year increase of almost 5%.  It suggests that rising demand could be due to greater 
awareness of issues such as child sexual exploitation, in turn leading to more referrals to local 
authorities. 
 
To view this statistical release, please click here  
  
Welsh Government: Young people not in education, employment or training (NEET) 
 
This statistical release from the Welsh Government provides data on young people who are NEET by 
age, gender, region and local authority.  It shows that the number of young people who are NEET in 
Wales has dropped between December 2012 and December 2013. 
 
To view this statistical release, please click here  
 

Tools and guidance 
 
UK Youth: Heads Up! 
 
This is a toolkit of sessions to run with young people to promote mental health and emotional well-
being.  Developed in conjunction with the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, and the Mental Health Foundation, 
the toolkit is intended to act as a resource for youth workers to introduce and embed an exploration of 
mental health and well-being into their work. 
 
To view this toolkit, please click here  
 
Children’s Rights Alliance for England: Children’s human rights and housing 
 
This guidance on children’s human rights and housing has been written for colleagues working in 
NGOs and charities supporting children and homeless families.  It aims to equip practitioners with 
knowledge about children’s human rights, particularly the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
and to encourage practitioners to integrate arguments based on children’s human rights into policy 
work and campaigning. 
 
To view this guidance, please click here  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/media/241874/april_2015_care_demand_statistics_and_breakdown_by_local_authority.pdf
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/young-people-not-education-employment-training/?lang=en
http://www.ukyouth.org/latest-news-hidden/item/956-heads-up-free-toolkit#.VVXGvflVikq
http://www.crae.org.uk/publications-resources/childrens-human-rights-and-housing/


 

 

Criminal Justice 
 

Reports 
 
Beyond Youth Custody: Gang-Involved Young People – Custody and Beyond 
 
This report presents the latest findings from Beyond Youth Custody, a research project involving the 
crime reduction charity Nacro.  It finds that young gang members who were relocated were particularly 
vulnerable to feelings of isolation and were more likely to drift back into criminal activity and reoffend.  
The report argues that gang intervention programmes which involve whole family relocation create 
stress through the drastic changes involved, and as a result some young people can experience 
feelings of loneliness and isolation which may drive them back into gang involvement.  It concludes by 
calling for better planning for young offenders on release, in particular in relation to ensuring they have 
access to safe accommodation and are relocated close to training and employment opportunities. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
Journal of Youth Studies: The social organisation of drug dealing within a London street gang 
 
This paper, by academics at the University of East London, presents a single case study of a street 
gang in one London Borough.  Based on interviews with 12 gang members and former gang 
members, and seven practitioners involved in youth offending and serious youth violence, it seeks to 
provide an outline of the potential governance structures relating to the distribution of drugs within the 
gang.  It concludes by suggesting that the divergent views of the gang members and practitioners 
which emerged from the research suggest that understanding of gang structures within the UK needs 
to further progress in order to allow for effective strategies for preventing organised youth violence to 
be developed. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 

Statistics 

 
Ministry of Justice: Proven reoffending statistics: July 2012 to June 2013 
 
This statistical release provides key statistics relating to the reoffending of offenders who were 
released from custody received a non-custodial conviction at court, or received a caution, reprimand 
or warning.  Of particular interest are statistics showing that the numbers of young offenders who go 
on to commit further crimes have risen to the highest level in more than a decade. 
 
To view this statistical release, please click here  
 
Ministry of Justice: Offender management statistics quarterly and annual 
 
This statistical release provides the latest statistics relating to offenders who are in prison or under 
probation supervision in England and Wales.  It covers flows into these services, and flows out, as well 
as the services’ caseloads. 
 
To view this statistical release, please click here  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.beyondyouthcustody.net/wp-content/uploads/Gang-involved-young-people-custody-and-beyond-a-research-report.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13676261.2015.1020925
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/proven-reoffending-statistics-july-2012-to-june-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/offender-management-statistics-quarterly-october-to-december-2014-and-annual


 

 

Adult Social Care and Health 

Policy  
 
Welsh Government: Intermediate Care Fund 
 
The Welsh Government announced in April that a recurring £20 million Intermediate Care Fund will be 
established to support people in their own homes and local communities, with the intention of reducing 
pressure on hospitals.  The fund is to continue projects which have been proven to be successful 
during the initial period of the Intermediate Care Fund. 
 
To view this report, please click here  

 
Reports 
  
NHS Confederation: Personal budgets in mental health – Key points on implementation 
 
This briefing paper published by the NHS Confederation in partnership with Think Local Act Personal 
draws upon the learning of local authority and voluntary sector experiences of implementing personal 
budgets.  Intended for leaders and senior managers involved in providing and commissioning mental 
health services, it provides information about how personal budgets are already working in mental 
health, suggests groups which might benefit from having a person budget, and signposts to practical 
information on implementation. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
Unison: Staffing levels survey 2015 
 
This report outlines the findings of Unison’s staffing levels survey, which looks at care workers and 
their training.  The report finds that a quarter of care workers had not received training in dementia 
care, and that more than 1,000 home care workers have not had adequate training in tasks they are 
regularly required to carry out.  It concludes by suggesting that the lack of adequate training for care 
workers could lead to fatal consequences for services users, and criticises the Care Certificate for not 
going nearly far enough to address the problem. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
Manchester Metropolitan University: Alcohol and other Drug Use: The Roles and Capabilities of 
Social Workers 
 
This report, funded by Public Health England, sets out three key social work roles that are required for 
working with substance use.  Each role is presented with a list of associated capabilities, and is 
intended to allow social workers, their managers, employers, educators, and policy makers to have a 
clear set of expectations about what social workers need to be able to do when they encounter 
problematic substance abuse. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/150428fund/?lang=en
http://www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/_library/Resources/SDS/Personal_budgets_in_mental_health_FINAL_2_April.pdf
https://www.unison.org.uk/upload/sharepoint/Toweb/Red%20Alert%20-%20Unsafe%20Staffing%20Levels%20Rising%5B1%5D.pdf
https://www.unison.org.uk/upload/sharepoint/Toweb/Red%20Alert%20-%20Unsafe%20Staffing%20Levels%20Rising%5B1%5D.pdf


 

 

The Kind’s Fund: Workforce planning in the NHS 
 
This report from The King’s Fund uses national statistics, key publications and insights gained from 
interviews with expert stakeholders to outline the need for NHS workforce planning in three key areas: 
mental health, general practice and community nursing.  It looks at how workforce issues have been 
addressed across the system to date, and explores the main challenges ahead, before making 
recommendations to improve workforce planning. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
The Kind’s Fund: How is the NHS performing? April 2015 Quarterly Monitoring Report 
 
This report from The King’s Fund is the fifteenth of their regular quarterly monitoring reports.  It 
highlights in particular the growing reliance within NHS trusts on additional financial support or drawing 
upon reserves, and suggests that the financial outlook for 2015/16 is even gloomier. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 
The Work Foundation: Healthy, Working Economies – Improving the health and wellbeing of 
the working age population locally 
 
This report from The Work Foundation, part of Lancaster University, highlights good practice examples 
where policy has been used at a local level to achieve improved workforce health.  It makes a number 
of recommendations to both national and local policymakers as to how policy could more effectively 
encourage joined-up action on workforce health locally, ranging from devolving greater responsibility 
to local areas for the re-commissioning of the Work Programme, to accurate benchmarking of local 
authorities through the use of consistently-collected employment data. 
 
To view this report, please click here  
 

Tools and guidance 
 
College of Social Work: Curriculum Guide for The Care Act 
 
The College of Social Work has published this guide to the Care Act 2014 reforms, which outlines the 
knowledge and skills that social workers need to develop to effectively implement the act in areas 
such as assessment and eligibility, safeguarding and risk, integration, and transitions.  It has been 
designed to support practitioners in their professional development and for employers and educators 
to provide effective training. 
 
To view this guidance, please click here  
 
Skills for Care & SCIE: Care Improvement Works 
 
Developed by Skills for Care and the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE), Care Improvement 
Works is a new online resource for people who manage and use adult social care services.  It pulls 
together a range of available resources for care providers, as well as signposting to related resources 
from the Think Local Act Personal partnership and NICE, to help providers identify products that 
support improvement in areas where they may have concerns, or to review their current practice 
against recommended good practice. 
 
To view this resource, please click here  
 
 
 
 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/workforce-planning-nhs
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/how-nhs-performing-april-2015
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/Reports/381/Healthy-Working-Economies
http://www.tcsw.org.uk/uploadedFiles/TheCollege/Dashboard_Resources/Practice_Resources/Adults_Social_Work/CARE%20ACT%20GUIDE%20-%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.careimprovementworks.org.uk/


 

 

The Law Society: Deprivation of liberty: a practical guide 
 
The Law Society has published guidance on the law relating to the deprivation of liberty safeguards.  
The guidance was commissioned by the Department of Health and aims to help solicitors and frontline 
health and social care professionals identify when a deprivation of liberty may be occurring in a 
number of health and care settings.  The guidance is broken down into helpful chapters, which focus 
on individual residential settings and also includes a number of quick reference guides. 
 
To view this resource, please click here  

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/articles/deprivation-of-liberty/

