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Welcome to March's edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research and policy 
developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides research and consultancy services, 
i.e., children and young people's services, criminal justice, and adult social care and health.  
 
During february we were very interested in the DCLG's cost of troubled families and the fiscal case for 
working with troubled families policy papers. This is an area where we continue to support a number of 
clients. If you'd like to discuss this support please do contact us for a confidential chat. We were also 
pleased to see the evaluations of the Family Nurse Partnerships published by the Department of 
Health, and the National Audit Office's review of "early action".  
 
We hope you're all looking forward to and have a good long weekend. 
 
If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do contact us on 020 
7330 9170. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dr Stephen Boxford 
Head of Research 
 
If you would prefer not to receive future editions of the CordisPulse, please click ‘unsubscribe’ at the 
very end of this email. If you would like to discuss anything that arises from the Pulse (or if there are 
others who you think would like to receive copies) then please contact Dr Stephen Boxford on 
stephenboxford@cordisbright.co.uk or 020 7330 9170.    
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Children and young people’s services 

Policy 

DCLG: The cost of troubled families and the fiscal case for working with troubled families 
policy papers published  

The Department of Communities and Local Government has produced two policy papers which outline 
the cost of troubled families and the fiscal case for working with troubles families. These papers 
respectively: a) consider the financial case for local authorities and other local agencies to invest in 
effective services for troubled families, and b) provide the analysis and evidence which informed the 
decision to invest £448 million in the lives of 120,000 troubled families.  

Follow this link to access the cost of troubled families policy paper  

Follow this link to access the fiscal case for working with troubled families policy paper 

Children and young people now: Child protection guidance set for reform  

Children and young people now have reported that the Department of Health will publish a new 
statutory code on information sharing and child protection guidance for health professionals. This will 
be based on the findings of a review into patient confidentiality being carried out by Dame Fiona 
Caldicott.The article explains that this comes after ministers admitted that the current advice fails to 
allow professionals to balance their responsibility to protect patient confidentiality with the need to 
share information to protect children at risk of harm. 

To access the full article, please follow this link 

Department for Education: Children and Families Bill and factsheet published  

The Department for Education has published the Children and Families Bill. The Bill aims to improve 
services for vulnerable children and support strong families and underpins wider reforms that aim to 
ensure that all children and young people can succeed, no matter what their background. 

The factsheet explains the provisions that make up the Bill and how they fit within the wider context of 
reform.  

Follow this link for more information on the Children and Families Bill  

Ofsted: Report considers the effectiveness of arrangements for safeguarding children  

Ofsted has produced a report which explores the effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard children 
and young people, including those who are looked after by the local authority, as well as those who 
are at risk of going missing or running away based on visits to local authority areas. The report draws 
on evidence from 105 cases and from the views of children and young people, carers, and 
professionals from the local authority and from partner agencies. 

The full report can be accessed here  
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DfE: More great childcare: Raising quality and giving parents more choice 

The Department for Education has produced a plan of action for how the government will achieve its 
vision of a dynamic childcare market, delivering high quality early education. It incorporates the 
government’s response to Professor Cathy Nutbrown’s independent review ‘Foundations for Quality’.  

The report can be accessed here 

 
Reports 

DfE: Research on family stressors and children’s outcomes  

The Department for Education has released a research report which aims to identify the family stress 
factors and parental behaviours that were associated with poor children’s outcomes at age 7 and 
those family factors and parental behaviours that helped children to succeed. It also sets out to identify 
whether stressful life events experienced at different periods of childhood were associated with worse 
outcomes in adolescence.  

To access this report please click here 

Ofsted: Critical issues in the provision of youth work for young disabled people  

Ofsted have published a survey which reports on young disabled people’s access to youth work and 
its impact on their lives. Ofsted inspectors undertook a sample of 18 visits to local authorities, charities 
and voluntary and community sector organisations, which were promoting work of this nature.  

To access this report please click here 

National Foundation for Educational Research: Key stage 4 policy reform and its potential 
impact on at risk young people  

The National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) has published a paper in parallel with its 
evidence-based response to Department for Education's consultation on reform of key stage 4 
qualifications. It argues that robust evidence from NFER research could help prevent hundreds of 
thousands of young people from disengaging. They emphasise the importance of listening to the 
research evidence to ensure that the number of young people who drop out of education, employment 
or training is reduced, which would have important economic and social benefits far beyond the 
classroom.  

To access the full policy report, please click here 

BIS: Youth unemployment – Review of training for young people with low qualifications  

The department for Business, Innovation and Skills has published an overview of research on how 
effective training programmes are in raising qualifications and skills of people who are out work. It 
specifically looks at the effectiveness of training programmes targeted at increasing the employment 
and skills of young people who are not in learning or work and who have low or no skills.  

To access this report please click here 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation: Poverty and low educational attainment in Wales report  

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) has published a Viewpoint report which identifies parental 
involvement as key to Welsh education policy and suggests that the Welsh education system should 
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combine both learning and teaching focused interventions and student, family and community-focused 
interventions. Findings from the report included that parental involvement, extra-curricular activities 
and mentoring have the best evidence base of all family and community based initiatives. Recent JRF 
studies show that some attitudes, aspirations and behaviours (AAB) interventions may contribute to 
improvements in educational achievement for children in poverty in Wales. However, there needs to 
be more detailed evidence on their impact, especially for Wales-specific programmes. 

Please follow this link to access the full report  

National Foundation for Educational Research: The longer-term impact safeguarding children 
peer reviews 

The National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) has produced an interim report on its 
evaluation of the longer-term impacts of the LGA’s Safeguarding Children Peer Review programme. 
This report presents the findings from the early phases of the research, detailing six local authorities’ 
expectations and anticipated outcomes of their involvement in the peer review process. Key findings 
from the local authorities included: (a) hopes that the peer review would support authentic and real-
world reflective practice and improvement, (b) high priority was given to the safeguarding children peer 
review as a method of complementing and supporting their existing evaluation activities, and (c) 
systematic processes for recording, measuring and evidencing the impact of their safeguarding 
children peer review had not been implemented across all areas. 

Please follow this link to access the report 

DWP: Public views on Child Poverty – results from the first polling taken from the first child 
poverty consultation 

The Department for Work and Pensions has produced a document that collates the first polling results 
undertaken as part of the Measuring Child Poverty consultation. Respondents were asked a single 
question about what they thought was important in deciding whether someone was growing up in child 
poverty. 

Please click here to access the report  
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Criminal Justice 

Policy 

Children and young people now: Police and Crime Commissioners to form early intervention 
group to reduce youth offending 

Children and young people now have reported that Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) are to 
link up with early intervention experts to help widen the use of preventative projects for young people 
at risk of getting in trouble with the law. The group of around six PCCs will work closely with the Early 
Intervention Foundation, which is due to launch shortly, and receive advice and guidance from early 
intervention experts on how best to reduce youth offending. 

For more information follow this link  

MoJ: Green paper launched regarding policy on “Transforming Youth Custody: Putting 
education at the heart of detention” 

The Justice Secretary has published a green paper ‘Transforming Youth Custody: Putting education at 
the heart of detention’ which describes the Government’s plans for placing high quality education at 
the centre of youth custody. The paper draws on the experience of the free school programme and 
academies programme to bring new expertise and providers into the market. 

Follow this link to access the press release 

The Green paper can be accessed here 

 
Reports 

MoJ: Story of the prison population 1993-2012 report  

The Ministry of Justice has produced a report which summarises the changes in the prison population 
of in England and Wales between 1993 and 2012 when it increased by 41,800 prisoners to over 
86,000, as well as the the major factors contributing to those changes.  

Access to the detailed report can be found here 

MoJ: Report published on missed opportunities to prevent reoffending among children and 
young people who sexually offend  

A new report published by the Ministry of Justice examines multi-agency responses to children and 
young people who sexually offend, and reflects the findings of a range of inspectorates including HM 
Inspectorate of Probation, HM Inspectorate of Constabulary, Ofsted, the Care Quality Commission, 
HM Inspectorate of Prisons, the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales, Estyn and Healthcare 
Inspectorate Wales. Inspectors focused on the quality of the work undertaken with these young people 
and its outcomes, how the different agencies worked together and what had been achieved.  

The full report can be accessed through this link 
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Adult Social Care and Health 

Policy 

National Assembly for Wales research service: Summary of the Social Services and Wellbeing 
(Wales) Bill published  

The research service for the National Assembly for Wales has published a summary of the Social 
Services and Wellbeing Bill, which aims to facilitate the implementation of the Welsh Government’s 
social services policies and to consolidate and clarify social care law in Wales within a specifically 
Welsh legal framework. The summary includes some historical background information about the 
current proposal, including details of consultations held by the Welsh Government and others in 
relation to social care in Wales. It also provides an overview of the Bill’s main objectives and 
provisions, and summarises some initial reactions to the Bill’s publication. 

To access the summary report please follow this link  

Welsh Government: Priorities for tackling substance misuse in Wales 2013-15 published  

The Welsh Government has published its third delivery plan for a 10 year Substance Misuse Strategy, 
“Working Together to Reduce Harm”, which sets out the actions to be taken nationally, regionally and 
locally to reduce the harm caused by drug and alcohol misuse. Actions outlined in the plan include the 
development of a specific route to treatment for veterans, a plan for responding to the threat of new 
and emerging trends in substance misuse and better integrated care pathways for substance misuse 
service users 

To access the full delivery plan follow this link  

 
Reports 

Alzheimer’s Society: Report on attitudes on choice, care and community for people with 
dementia in care homes 

The Alzheimer’s Society has produced a new report 'Low Expectations' which explores the 
experiences of people with dementia in care homes and finds evidence of a deep-seated pessimism 
about life in care homes. Only 41 per cent of relatives surveyed reported that their loved ones enjoyed 
good quality of life. Despite this, three quarters (74 per cent) of relatives would recommend their family 
member’s care home. The report also reveals the image crisis facing the care sector based on findings 
from a YouGov public poll. The report calls for the government and care homes to work together to lift 
expectations and strengthen minimum standards.  

To access the press release, please click here 

The full report can be accessed here  

CQC: Mental Health Act Annual report published 

The Care Quality Commission has produced its Mental Health Act annual report, which reveals that 15 
per cent of people receiving care under the Act are not being involved in the decisions made about 
their care. CQC visits to people who are detained or on community treatment orders (CTOs) were 
carried out by Mental Health Act Commissioners, who check that patients’ basic human rights are 
being supported during their care and treatment under the Act.  

The Annual report can be accessed here 
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Department of Health: Evaluations of Family Nurse Partnership schemes 

The Department of Health has published the results of two independent evaluation studies on 
delivering the Family Nurse Partnership (FNP) programme. One report considers the cost of delivering 
FNP locally (conducted by Apteligen) and determines the average annual cost of delivering a typical 
FNP team and a FNP place at local level. The other report considers the Family Nurse workforce 
(Conducted by the Institute for Employment Studies) looking particularly at motivations, job 
satisfaction, career plans as well as recruitment and retention issues amongst the family nurse 
workforce across England. The studies were commissioned to inform the delivery, planning and 
expansion of FNP in England.  

To access the two reports please follow this link 

National Audit Office: Early action landscape review published  

The National Audit Office has produced a review of ‘early action’ (in relation to health, education and 
youth crime reduction policy), i.e. the early deployment of resources by public bodies to prevent 
problems occurring or getting worse in service provision, rather than spending money reactively once 
those problems have occurred. It has concluded that this approach has the potential to result in better 
outcomes and greater value for money (some returns identified were 4 to 1). The review identifies that 
although the government has signalled its commitment to the principle of early action there is little 
evidence of a concerted shift in resources to early action projects, or cross-government coordination, 
either in consistent definition and measurement or in establishing adequate support structures.   

For more information on the review of early action follow this link 

Welsh Government: Analysing the impact of UK Government’s welfare reforms in Wales  

The Stage 1 report of a three stage research programme commissioned by the ministerial Task and 
Finish Group on Welfare Reform to assess the impact of the UK Government’s welfare reforms in 
Wales has been published. This report analysed the existing evidence on the cumulative impact of the 
tax and benefit changes on individuals and households in Wales. It particularly addressed areas 
includingthe number of individuals potentially affected by the changes, expected impact on incomes 
and affects on work incentives among others.  

Follow this link to access more information and the full report  

CQC: Review of homecare services published  

The Care Quality Commission has produced its review of home care services, which began in April 
2012. The findings from the review show that good care is being delivered, but a minority of people 
are affected by late or missed calls, lack of continuity of care workers, poor care planning and more. 
More serious concerns were raised including: (a) on many occasions, people received no prior notice 
that they would be visited by a care worker they didn’t know, (b) visits were often delayed or 
sometimes cancelled without prior notice, (c) risks associated with a person’s care or medical 
conditions had not been assessed and care plans had not been updated for several years, and (d) 
some services did not have clear systems to monitor the quality and information in care plans. 

For more information and to access the review of homecare services please follow this link 

Francis Enquiry: Full report into the failings at Mid Staffordshire NHS foundation published. 
Response from the Department of Health and the Prime Minister 

The final report of the public inquiry into the serious failings at Mid Staffordshire NHS foundation Trust 
which was announced in June 2010 has now been published. The Inquiry, led by Robert Francis QC, 
looked at the role of the commissioning, supervisory and regulatory organisations that monitored Mid 
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Staffordshire between 2005 and 2009. The final report covers why problems were not identified at the 
trust sooner as well as the important lessons that need to be learned to ensure patient care and 
safety. The Department of Health and the Prime minister have responded to these findings  

Access to the full report can be gained here  

 
 
Tools  
 
DWP: Personal Independence Payments toolkit for support organisations 

The Department of Work and Pension has published a toolkit which gives information for teams who 
support Disability Living Allowance claimants, so that they are able to offer advice on Personal 
Independence Payments. 

Follow this link to access the toolkit  
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