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Welcome to February's edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research and policy 

developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides research and consultancy services, 

i.e., children and young people's services, criminal justice, and adult social care and health.  

 

During January we were very interested to see the DCLG toolkit for working with troubled families, the 

DFE opening up the youth contract to help more young people who are NEET, and the YJB's effective 

practice library. We've recently supported a number of client's concerning working with troubled 

families, young people who are, or at risk of becoming, NEET and also by conducting research into 

evidence generation, dissemination and use.  

 

If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do contact us on 020 

7330 9170. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Dr Stephen Boxford 

Head of Research 

 

If you would prefer not to receive future editions of the CordisPulse, please click ‘unsubscribe’ at the 

very end of this email. If you would like to discuss anything that arises from the Pulse (or if there are 

others who you think would like to receive copies) then please contact Dr Stephen Boxford on 

stephenboxford@cordisbright.co.uk or 020 7330 9170.   
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Children and young people’s services 

Policy 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government: Working with troubled families – a guide 
to evidence and good practice 
 
This is a tool to help local authorities and their partners, who have asked for guidance on how best to 
work with troubled families, and for the evidence about family intervention to be brought together in 
one place. The report looks at academic evidence, local evaluations of practice, what practitioners 
have said works in their services and what families have said makes this work different and successful 
for them. 
 
To access this guidance, please click here 

 
Welsh Government: New framework to improve child protection practice 
 
Deputy Minister for Children and Social Services, Gwenda Thomas, announced the implementation for 
a new national programme for reviewing and learning from cases involving serious abuse or neglect of 
children from which child protection arrangements can be improved. Statutory guidance to support the 
new framework published by the Welsh Government in December 2012 has now come into effect. 
 
To access this framework, please click here 
 
 
Reports 

 
Department for Communities and Local Government: The cost of troubled families 
 
This report considers the financial case for local authorities and other local agencies to invest in 
effective services for troubled families, in order to make savings. This report looks at the pre-
intervention cost of troubled families, the case for investment in family intervention services and the 
links between areas’ service improvement plans and the financial case for change. 
 
To access this report, please click here 
 
Department for Education: Children in Care and Adoption Performance Tables 
 
The Prime Minister has made it clear that improving the lives of children in care is a national priority. 
More children need to find much more quickly - stable, loving and permanent homes through adoption 
where this is in their best interests. Children in Care and Adoption Performance Tables show, against 
15 key indicators, how each local authority is performing. The tables were created to help generate 
debate, discussion and, above all, action. Tables will be updated as more up to date data becomes 
available. 
 
To access the performance tables, please click here 
 
Department for Education: Youth Contract opened up to help more young people who are 
NEET 
 
An extra 15,500 16- and 17-year-olds are now eligible for tailored help to return to work with training, 
school or college after the Department for Education extended the eligibility criteria for the Youth 
Contract. The scheme has now been extended to a wider range of 16- and 17-year-olds who are 
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NEET, including: young people who are or were in care, young people who have one GCSE at A*-C, 
and young offenders released from custody. 
 
To access this press notice, please click here 
 
National Foundation for Educational Research: Key stage 4 policy reform and its potential 
impact on at-risk young people 
 
This paper and evidence-based response to Department for Education's consultation on reform of key 
stage 4 qualifications, argues that robust evidence from NFER research could help prevent hundreds 
of thousands of young people from disengaging. Current policy dialogue is incredibly positive in terms 
of giving all young people, whatever their background, the chance to succeed, but unless 
policymakers listen to the research evidence, the opposite may happen. 
 
To access this paper, please click here 
 
To access this consultation response, please click here 
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Criminal Justice 

Policy 

 

Ministry of Justice: Family Justice Board action plan 

 

This plan sets out the actions the Board and its partners will take to achieve the Government's vision 

of a family justice system that supports the delivery of the best possible outcomes for all children who 

come into contact with it. Thirteen actions are listed along with their related Key Performance 

Measures (KPMs), key deliverables, delivery dates, and the lead organisation and main supporting 

partners responsible for the action. 

 

To access this action plan, please click here 

 

 

Reports 

 

Home Office: An Overview of Sexual Offending in England and Wales 

 

This is an Official Statistics bulletin produced by statisticians in the Ministry of Justice, Home Office 

and the Office for National Statistics. It brings together a range of official statistics from across the 

crime and criminal justice system, providing an overview of sexual offending in England and Wales. 

The report is structured to highlight: the victim experience; the police role in recording and detecting 

the crimes; how the various criminal justice agencies deal with an offender once identified; and the 

criminal histories of sex offenders. 

 

To access this bulletin, please click here 

 

 

Tools 

 

Youth Justice Board: Effective practice library 

 

The Effective Practice Library is the YJB’s online collection of practice resources, materials and 

information. The purpose of the collection is to provide practitioners and commissioners in youth 

justice with easy access to examples of effective practice from other services and providers, and to 

allow those developing and using innovative practice to share what they have found to be effective in 

working with young people and delivering youth justice services. 

 

To access this library, please click here 
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Adult social care and health 

Policy 

 
Department for Work and Pensions: Personal Independence Payment assessment criteria 
 
This provides guidance on the Personal Independence Payment, replacing the Disability Living 
Allowance. It is for health professionals carrying out assessment activity and for those responsible for 
putting in place and delivering processes to ensure the quality of assessments. 
 
To access this guidance, please click here 
 
Department of Health: Public health surveillance strategy overview published 
 
An overview of the vision and plans for the delivery of a public health surveillance strategy, as part of 
Public Health England’s broader information strategy, has been published. The overview primarily sets 
out the key benefits and challenges in delivering such a strategy. 
 
To access this strategy, please click here 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Equality Act Codes of Practice and Technical 
Guidance 
 
In response to the Equality Act, Codes of Practice on Employment, Services, and Equal Pay have 
been produced. The main purpose of the Codes of Practice is to provide detailed explanations of the 
provisions in the Act and to apply legal concepts in the Act to everyday situations. As with the Act, the 
Codes apply to England, Scotland, and Wales. 
 
To access these codes of practice, please click here 
 
 

Reports 

 
Department of Health: Ring fenced public health grants to local authorities 2013-14 and 2014-15 
published 
 
The ring fenced grants for 2013-14 and 2014-15 were announced, which provide local authorities with 
£2.66 billion and £2.79 billion to spend on public health services for their local populations. Upper tier 
and unitary local authorities will, from April 2013, have a duty to take appropriate steps to improve the 
health of their population, funded through a ring-fenced grant. Local authorities will take the lead for 
improving the health of their local population and reducing health inequalities. The grant conditions 
and reporting arrangements that will apply to the grant from April 2013 have also been published. 
 
To access these documents, please click here 
 
National Quality Board: Quality in the new health system – maintaining and improving quality 
from April 2013 
 
This final report sets out how quality will be maintained and improved in the new health system. This 
report focuses predominantly on how the new system should prevent, identify and respond to serious 
failures in quality and provides a collective statement from NQB members on a variety of related 
issues. 
 
To access this report, please click here 
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NHS: Personal Social Services - Expenditure and Unit Costs, England, 2011-12, Final Release 
 
This report provides information about the money spent on adult social care by Councils with Adult 
Social Services Responsibilities (CASSRs) in England. It combines data from 152 CASSRs provided 
via the Personal Social Services Expenditure Return (PSS-EX1) and relates to the period 1 April 2011 
to 31 March 2012. 
 
To access this report, please click here 
 
Welsh Government: Major legislation will transform the delivery of social services [The Social 
Services and Well-being (Wales) Bill] 
 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Bill was presented to the National Assembly in response 
to the White Paper Sustainable Social Services for Wales: A Framework for Action. The Bill aims to 
address the raised issues and in doing so will give people greater freedom to decide which services 
they need while offering consistent, high-quality services across the country. The Bill will now undergo 
the process of scrutiny before being voted on.  
 
To access this article, please click here 
 
 

Tools 

 
Cabinet Office: Find Me Some Government Space - new website to sell government buildings 
 
A new website that will let members of the public see for the first time what government property is 
available to buy or rent was launched by Cabinet Office Minister Chloe Smith. Find Me Some 
Government Space operates similarly to commercial sites such as ‘rightmove’ in that the public will be 
able to find available property using either a postcode or area keyword. 
 
To access this article, please click here 
 
To access this website, please click here
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