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Welcome to February's edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research and policy 

developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides research and consultancy services, 

i.e. children and young people's services, criminal justice, and adult social care and health.  

 

January saw the release of the latest report from the Department for Education on parents views 

of childcare and early years. Developments in criminal justice included data being released from 

the most recent wave of the Crime Survey for England and Wales, and other reports with a focus on 

supporting offenders with additional needs and a report on Transforming Youth Custody. Adult health 

and social care saw new proposed areas of NICE guidance within social care put forward, whilst the 

Department of Health has issued a set of priorities for changing care and support for people with 

mental health problems.      

 

If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do contact us on 020 

7330 9170. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Dr Stephen Boxford 

Head of Research 

 

If you would prefer not to receive future editions of the CordisPulse, please click ‘unsubscribe’ at the 

very end of this email. If you would like to discuss anything that arises from the Pulse (or if there are 

others who you think would like to receive copies) then please contact Dr Stephen Boxford on 

stephenboxford@cordisbright.co.uk or 020 7330 9170.   
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Children and young people’s services 

Policy 

 
Department for Education: Statutory guidance on children who run away or go missing from 
care 

The Department for Education has issued statutory guidance that sets out the steps that local 

authorities and their partners should take to prevent children from going missing and to protect those 

who do. It is targeted primarily at Children’s Services but is of interest to other agencies working with 

and for children and families. 

Click here to access the guidance 
 
 

Reports 

 
Department for Education: Secondary school performance tables 

The latest secondary school performance tables for England were released in January. They indicate 

that a higher proportion of secondary schools in England are meeting baseline targets relating to 

GCSE performance and that the national average for the percentage of children achieving 5 good 

GCSEs is 59% for state schools.  

Click here to access the performance tables 
 
Welsh Government: Schools statistics 

The Welsh Government has released the most up-to-date statistics from the Pupil Level Annual 

School Census. These statistics cover 2012-13 and provide data on topics such as class size, 

ethnicity, national identity, language, provision of free school meals and special educational needs. 

Click here to access the statistics 
 
Department for Education: Destinations of Key Stage 4 and 5 pupils by characteristics 

A statistical release by the Department for Education provides data on the education, employment and 

training destinations of key stage 4 and key stage 5 students. This data is broken down by gender, 

ethnicity, free school meals, special educational needs and learning difficulties and/or disabilities. 

Click here to access the statistical release 

Department for Education: childcare and early years survey of parents 2012-13 

A report has been published that presents the main findings of the most recent childcare and early 

years survey of parents, funded by the Department for Education. The survey aims to provide 

information on parents’ childcare arrangements, parents’ views of childcare providers and opinions of 

provision in general.   

Click here to access the findings of the survey 
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National Foundation for Educational Research: We should have been helped from day one: a 
unique perspective from children, families and practitioners 

A recently-published report by the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) explores the 

issue of neglect in the children’s sector. It investigates how to provide effective support to families with 

different levels of need to engage with the range of early intervention services. The NFER has also 

published summaries of the research to capture the most relevant findings for Local Safeguarding 

Children Boards, health and education.   

Click here to access the full research report and summaries 
 
Department of Health: Health working group report on child sexual exploitation 

This report presents recommendations by an independent health working group chaired by the 

Department of Health. It focuses on preventing the sexual exploitation of children and promoting the 

best possible recovery for children who have suffered sexual exploitation. The report is of interest to 

health service providers and practitioners.  

Click here to access the report 
 
Department for Education: Special Educational Needs and Disability pathfinder evaluation: 
Education, Health and Care planning pathway for families that are new to the Special 
Educational Needs system 

This report was produced as part of the evaluation of the SEND Pathfinder Programme for the 

Department for Education. It focuses on the planning pathways developed in five pathfinder areas, 

which lead to a single, coordinated Education, Health and Care plan. It highlights similarities and 

differences in the planning pathways across the five pathfinder areas and draws out learning that may 

be useful for organisations involved in SEND reforms. 

Click here to access the evaluation report 

Citizens Advice Bureau: Homelessness on the increase for 17-24 year olds 

Data released by the Citizens Advice Bureau suggest that homelessness may be a growing problem 

for young people aged 17-24. The data indicate that a higher percentage of young people who attend 

the Citizen’s Advice Bureau in 2012-13 were homeless and/or seeking advice relating to losing their 

home when compared to similar data for 2007-08. 

Click here to access the figures 
 
 

Tools 

 
Public Health England: Children and Young People's Health Benchmarking Tool 

Public Health England has produced a children and young people’s health benchmarking tool for 

England. This allows users to compare performance at national, regional and local authority level 

against a wide range of health outcome indicators.  

Click here to access the tool 
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Criminal Justice 

Policy 

 
Department of Health and Home Office: Extra funding for mental health nurses at police 
stations and courts 

The government has pledged an extra £25 million over the next year in order to test out a new model 

of mental health liaison and diversion services in ten pilot areas. This new model will include the 

presence of mental health nurses at police stations and courts with the aim of providing better and 

more joined up support to people with mental health issues who are in contact with the criminal justice 

system. 

 
Click here to access the government press release 

 

Ministry of Justice: Transforming youth custody consultation outcome 

Following a consultation on transforming youth custody, the Ministry of Justice has announced plans 

to improve the education and resettlement of young offenders. In particular, there are plans to open a 

Secure College in the East Midlands in 2017, which will act as a pilot for a model that places 

education at the centre of youth custody. 

 

Click here to access the consultation outcome 

 

 

Reports 

 

Office for National Statistics: Crime Survey for England and Wales 

Latest figures from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, which cover the year ending September 

2013, were released in January. These suggest a reduction in both self-reported and police-recorded 

crimes. In fact, the survey’s estimates for the number of crimes committed against households and 

resident adults – standing at 8.0 million – are the lowest since the survey began in 1981.    

Click here to access the survey results 

 

Ministry of Justice: Youth Justice Interventions: findings from the Juvenile Cohort Study 

This report outlines the findings of a study into the range of interventions offered by Youth Offending 

Teams and how these interventions relate to young people’s offending-related risks, needs and future 

reoffending. The study uses data from the Juvenile Cohort study, which is a sample of nearly 14,000 

young people who came into contact with 30 Youth Offending Teams between February 2008 and 

January 2009. 

 

Click here to access the report 
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HM Inspectorate of Probation, HM Inspectorate of Constabulary, HM Crown Prosecution 

Service and Care Quality Commission: Offenders with learning disabilities not adequately 

supported 

A report into a joint inspection of the treatment of offenders with learning disabilities in the criminal 

justice system has found that many of their needs are not being recognised or addressed. The 

inspection was undertaken by HM Inspectorate of Probation, HM Inspectorate of Constabulary, HM 

Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate and the Care Quality Commission and focused on the 

treatment of offenders with learning disabilities from arrest to sentencing. 

 

Click here to access the report 
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Adult social care and health 

Policy 

 
Department of Health: Mental Health: Priorities for Change 

The Department of Health has published a document which outlines 25 priorities for change in the 

care and support of children and adults with mental health problems. It discusses changes in local 

planning and service delivery that will impact on the lives of people with mental health problems over 

the next three years. 

 
Click here to access the priorities 

 

Department of Health: Topics for new NICE standards in social care 

The Department of Health has produced a summary of the outcomes of, and responses to, a 

consultation on the development of new NICE quality standards and guidance to improve social care. 

The summary indicates that topics which have been referred to NICE as the focus of work from 2015 

onwards are: regaining independence in older people experiencing a fall; care and support for older 

people with learning disabilities; managing the use of medicines in community settings for people 

receiving social care; short term interventions to help people to regain independence; and service 

users’ and carers’ experience of social care.  

Click here to access the summary 

 

 

Reports 

 

Health and Social Care Information Centre: Accident and Emergency attendances 2012-13 

Data has been released by the Health and Social Care Information Centre on Accident and 

Emergency attendances from April 2012 to March 2013. The data and summary reports offer 

comparisons with the previous year and also highlight possible gaps in reporting. 

 
Click here to access the data and summary reports 

 

Care Quality Commission: Mental Health Act Annual Report 

The Care Quality Commission has published its most recent annual report into the use of the Mental 

Health Act. The report provides information about the experiences of people who received care under 

the Act in 2012-13.  

 

Click here to access the report 

Public Health England and Association of Directors of Public Health: Tackling obesity research 

Public Health England and the Association of Directors of Public Health have published the findings of 

a survey of 136 local authorities on their priorities in tackling obesity. Based on these findings, the 

report makes recommendations on reducing obesity in local communities. 

 

Click here to access the research 
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Tools 

 

Public Health England: Segment tool 

Public Health England has developed a tool that enables users to view the causes of death that are 

contributing to inequalities in life expectancy at a local area level. It uses data from 2009-2011 and 

allows users to compare local authorities with each other, and with England as a whole. 

 
Click here to access the tool 

 

Department of Health: New Care Bill Fact Sheet 

The Department of Health has issued a new fact sheet in their series relating to the Care Bill. The 

newest fact sheet provides information on the Better Care Fund. Other fact sheets cover topics such 

as: personalising care and support planning; the law for carers; and continuity of care. 

 

Click here to access the fact sheets 

 

Change4Life: Smart Swap campaign 

Public Health England have launched a new Change4Life campaign to encourage families to reduce 

the amount of sugar and fat in their diets. The “Smart Swap” campaign promotes exchanging foods 

that are high in sugar or fat for healthier equivalents. Individuals can sign up for a Smart Swap pack, 

which includes promotional materials and recipes.   

Click here to access more information on the campaign
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