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How important is health to the electorate?
• Since February 2017 health has consistently been reported as the

second most important issue considered to be facing the country at
this time (around 50%), behind Brexit (around 60%), having overtaken
immigration in January 2017 and economy in November 2016.

Analysis of trends based on YouGov data
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How important is health to the electorate?
• In the most recent poll (May 16-17th) Labour was considered as the

best political party to handle the National Health Service (37%),
followed by the Conservatives (24%).

• Since 2014, there has been an increase in the number of people
preferring to receive treatment from a service provided by the NHS
– 55% reported from Ipsos MORI 2017 survey, up from 39% in 2014 British

Social Attitudes survey.

Source: YouGov



NHS promises
Increase NHS spending by a minimum of £8 billion
over next five years

£30 billion in extra funding over the next parliament

1p rise on income tax to raise £6 billion per year to be
spent on NHS and social care services

Reverse privatisation of the NHS

£9 billion a year by 2021/22



Health care spend
• In 2015/16 the total spend on health in the UK was £140.6bn.

Source: the Health Foundation

• Public funding for health care has increased faster than economic
growth, equating to 7.4% spending as a percentage of GDP.



Health care spend
• Data from OECD showed that in 2013 the UK ranked 13th out of the

original 15 countries of the EU, in total health spending as a proportion
of GDP, with 1.7% lower spend than the average of EU-14.
– According to the King’s Fund, it would take an increase of £43bn to match

the EU-15 weighted average spend in 2013.

• The Health Foundation projections for rate at which spending on the
NHS would need to rise over next 5 years to maintain the quality and
range of services provided states that:
– If the NHS achieves no efficiency growth, pressures will rise by an average

of 3% per year, leaving a funding gap of £16.2bn by 2020/21.
– If NHS can increase efficiency to an average of 1.5% a year, funding gap

would be £5bn in 2020/21.



Impact of NHS promises
Party Promise Impact on funding gap over

next 5 years
£ required to
match EU-15

averageNo efficiency 1.5% efficiency

Increase NHS spending by a
minimum of £8bn over next five
years

-£8.2bn +£3bn +£35bn

£30bn in extra funding over the
next parliament

+£13.8bn +£25bn +£18bn

1p rise on income tax to raise £6bn
per year to be spent on NHS and
social care services

+£13.8bn +£25bn +£18bn

£9bn a year by 2021/22 +£28.8m +£40bn -£2bn



Health priorities
• Conservatives

– Make it a priority in Brexit negotiations that the 140,000 staff from EU
countries can carry on their contributions to NHS and social care

– Build and upgrade primary care facilities, mental health clinics and hospitals
– Recover the cost of medical treatment from non-UK residents
– Retain 95% four hour A&E target
– New GP contract and changes to contract for hospital consultants

• Labour
– Reverse privatisation and return health services into public control
– One million people to be taken off NHS waiting lists by guaranteeing access

to treatment within 18 weeks
– Free parking in NHS England for patients, staff and visitors
– Increase funding to GP services and ring-fence mental health budgets
– Scrap NHS pay cap
– Lay foundations of a National Care service



Health priorities
• Liberal Democrats

– Mental health waiting time standards to match those in physical health care
– Better integration of health and social care
– Produce national workforce strategy for all medical staff
– Promote easier access to GPs

• Green Party:
– Reverse privatisation of the NHS to ensure all health and dental services are

publicly provided and funded, and free at the point of access
– Bring mental health care in line with physical health care
– Provide an immediate cash injection to ensure everyone can access a GP
– More funding for sexual health awareness campaigns, greater access to free

condoms and sexual health clinics
– Remove VAT from sanitary products and ensure they are provided free of

charge to those in extreme financial need.



Health priorities
• UKIP

– Lift cap on medical school training places, thereby delivering 10,000
additional GPs by 2025

– Cover the cost of medical student’s tuition fees, provided they commit to
working within the NHS for ten out of fifteen years after qualifying

– Increase number of nursing training placements
– Discontinue 1% pay increase cap for frontline NHS workers earning less

than £25,000
– Train more emergency medicine consultants and improve working conditions
– Establish a Department for Health and Care
– Crackdown on ineligible foreign nationals using NHS care
– Abolish Care Quality Commission
– Increase spending on mental health services by at least £500m each year
– Establish Royal Commission for NHS



Spending on personal adult social
services

• Around £16bn was spent on public provision of adult social services in
England in 2015/16.

• Whilst the amount spent on
adult social care decreased
between 2010/11 to 2014/15,
a small increase has been
seen since. However, this is
due to transfers from the
NHS to social care through
Better Care Funding,
therefore if these transfers
are not included the amount
spent has been decreasing
since 2010/11

Source: the Health Foundation



How important is social care to the
political parties?

Party Length of
manifesto

Number of
mentions

“Social care”
ratio

Liberal Democrats 100 pages 36 1:3

UKIP 64 pages 16 1:4

Conservatives 88 pages 10 1:9

Green Party 26 pages 1 1:26

Labour 126 pages 10* 1:13

* Includes a 2 page chapter dedicated to social care



How does this compare to previous
general elections?
• Whilst mentions of social care dropped in Green Party’s manifesto

between 2015 and 2017, overall social care has become increasingly
present in the manifestos, with a “social care” ratio of 1:6 in 2017
compared to 1:9 in 2015.

Party 2015 2017

Conservatives 1:9 1:9

Labour 0 1:13

Liberal Democrats 1:15 1:3

Green Party 1:6 1:26

UKIP 1:4 1:4



Care priorities
• Conservatives

– Scrap a planned £72,000 cap on care costs, which had been due in 2020
– People with assets of more than £100,000 to pay for their care - but could

defer payment until after their death
– The value of an elderly person's property will now be included in the means

test for care in their own home.

However, since the manifesto was published Theresa May has announced
a U-turn on party’s social care policy, by promising an “absolute limit” on

amount people will have to pay for their care. However, no information has
been provided on the level of the care cap.



Care priorities
• Labour

– Increase social care budgets by further £8 billion
– Lay foundations for a National Care Service for England
– Increase Carer’s Allowance by £11
– Implement Personal Independence Payments
– Stop reassessments for people with severe long-term conditions
– 4,000 additional homes for people with history of rough sleeping.

• Liberal Democrats
– Fast-track exceptional graduates into children's social work
– Raise the amount people earn before losing Carer's Allowance from £110 to

£150 a week
– Implementing a cap on cost of social care



Care priorities
• Green Party

– Major investment in social care for the elderly and all those who need it

• UKIP
– Additional £2 billion for social care
– Create a sustainably funded social care system assimilated into the NHS
– Stop NHS from employing home care workers on zero hours contracts
– Raise funding allocated to dementia research and treatment to £400m per

year
– Fund a proactive coordinating service for older and disabled people in every

county to combat loneliness
– Provider carers extra paid holiday and increase carer’s allowance



Common themes from the manifestos
Common themes from the manifestos highlight possible areas of focus
for the next parliament likely to be around:

• Bringing care of mental health in line with physical health care
• Impact of Brexit on health and social care
• General Practice
• Cap on cost of care
• Carer’s allowances



Voting intention

Latest update: Labour closing the gap (20th May)
Labour improvement seen since launches of manifestos for main GB-wide

parties. Survey found that nearly half of respondents opposed
Conservative plans for changes to system of funding for social care

Source: BBC News




