
 

 

  

 

                          
November 2015 

Welcome to November’s edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key 
research and policy developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright 
provides research and consultancy services, i.e. children and young people's 
services, criminal justice, and adult social care and health. 
 
During October, we were pleased to see a range of interesting reports and 
developments. The following gives a flavour of what is included in this month’s 
Pulse: 
                            

 The Government’s Counter-Extremism Strategy 
                            

 Reports on apprenticeships by Ofsted, the Sutton Trust and the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 

                            
 Reports from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation on: the costs and benefits of 

paying all the lowest-paid care home workers in the UK the Living Wage; the 
cost of cuts – a social impact tool for local authorities; and a report on social 
networks for disadvantaged people from ethnic minority groups. 

                            
 A report by the NSPCC on children at risk of neglect. 

                            
 A report by the King’s Fund on measuring the performance of local health 

systems delivered for the Department of Health. 
                            

 Information from the Home Office and Department for Education on modern 
slavery and female genital mutilation.   

             

Linked to the above, we thought we’d share with you the results of an analysis of 
over 90 social care case files that we have recently conducted for some of our 
clients across the country, which included a focus on domestic abuse and violence 
against women and girls. The analysis showed the following: 
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 In nearly 1 in 4 cases there was a lack of understanding of the risks 
associated with domestic abuse and how these interconnect with other 
issues. 

                   
 In nearly 1 in 6 cases there was: (a) a limited understanding of domestic 

abuse and its impact on children and young people, and (b) a lack of 
evidence of multi-agency working around domestic abuse and appropriate 
referrals. 

                   
 In over 1 in 3 cases there was a lack of evidence of inclusion of the client or 

advocate in terms of incorporation of appropriate views, lived experience, 
wishes, feelings and needs in the assessment and plan. 

 
Want to find out more? If you would like more information about the support we 
provide across children’s social care please contact Yvette King on 020 7330 9170 
or by email on: yvetteking@cordisbright.co.uk.  
                       
Or if you’d like to consider signing up to receive information about our seminar for 
commissioners’ on domestic abuse and violence against women and girls please 
contact Stephen Boxford on 020 7330 9170 or by email on: 
stephenboxford@cordisbright.co.uk. 

 
If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do 
contact us on 020 7330 9170. 
                           
Best wishes, 
                              
Dr Stephen Boxford           
Head of Research 
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Children and young people’s services 
 
Reports 
 
Department for Education. Effective school partnerships and collaboration for 
school improvement: a review of the evidence 
 
This study aims to provide an overview of the characteristics of effective school 
partnerships and other forms of inter-school collaboration. The reports finds that 
there is not a lot of independent empirical evidence on the topic. It also argues that 
there is a need for a coherent and comprehensive mapping of the system in relation 
to the volume, diversity and key characteristics of inter-school collaboration. The 
evidence in the report points to a number of positive consequences of inter-school 
collaboration in relation to impacts upon students, teachers, school improvement and 
organisational efficiency. 

To view this report, please click here  
 
Department for Work & Pensions. Youth Engagement Fund Programme 
Specific Provider Guidance 
 
On 30 April 2014, the Deputy Prime Minister announced a new cross-government 
‘Youth Engagement Fund’ (YEF) of £16.04m over three years from 2014/15 (with 
outcome payments beginning in 2015/16) to reduce the number of young people who 
become NEET (not in education, employment or training) using social impact bonds 
(SIBs). The Fund will support disadvantaged young people, including those already 
NEET, and those at risk of disadvantage aged 14 to 17 years of age in England. The 
YEF builds on the existing Department for Work and Pensions’ (DWP) Innovation 
Fund (IF). This is guidance for providers for the Youth Engagement Fund. 
 
To view, please click here 
 
Department for Education. Adoption Support Fund: learning from the prototype 
 
The Adoption Support Fund (ASF) was set up by the Department for Education (DfE) 
to provide funding to extend adoptive families’ access to therapy. This study looks at 
how the ASF works and how to improve it. 
 
To view the report, please click here 
 
Department of Health. Measuring Child Development at age 2 to 2.5 years 
 
This factsheet explains how the ASQ-3 tool will be used to collect data to monitor 
child development across England. 
 
To view this factsheet, please click here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467855/DFE-RR466_-_School_improvement_effective_school_partnerships.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-engagement-fund-provider-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adoption-support-fund-learning-from-the-prototype
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measuring-child-development-at-age-2-to-25-years


 

 

 
Ofsted. Apprenticeships: developing skills for future prosperity 
 
This report is a survey of the quality of apprenticeships offered by various providers 
(including colleges) under the current frameworks, across a wide range of 
employment sectors. The report reaffirms many of the concerns set out in the Chief 
Inspector’s Annual Report 2013/14 and make it clear that too many apprentices still 
do not receive sufficiently high-quality training. The report also suggests that the 
recruitment and promotion of apprenticeships to young people could be improved. 

To view this report, please click here 

Sutton Trust. Levels of success – The potential of UK apprenticeships 
 
This report focuses on the potential of apprenticeships as drivers of social mobility. It 
finds that many people in the UK perceive apprenticeships to be a ‘second best’ 
option, compared to university degrees. However, this research finds that 
apprenticeships at level 5 result in greater lifetime earnings than undergraduate 
degrees from non-Russell Group universities. Moreover, level 4 apprenticeships and 
undergraduate degrees result in similar average lifetime earnings. The report also 
focuses on the challenges facing the apprenticeships sector. Currently, most people 
doing apprenticeships are from less-advantaged backgrounds: this means that 
issues in the apprenticeship system disproportionately affect this user group. 
Additionally, there is a gender divide in apprenticeships. Lastly, most apprenticeships 
are level 2, which result in only marginally better lifetime earnings than secondary 
school qualifications. 

To view this report, please click here 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Supporting ethnic minority young people from 
education into work 
 
According to this report, ethnic minority young people are disadvantaged in the UK 
job market, despite the improvements in their education outcomes. Ethnic minority 
young people are more likely to be unemployed or underemployed than white youth 
with similar education levels. This report makes a series of recommendations for 
local authorities, designed to support ethnic minority young people transitioning from 
education into work. The report believes that local authorities are best placed to co-
ordinate the local stakeholders, who play a role in supporting the education-to-work 
transition. Thus, the report recommends that local authorities are transparent about 
the ethnic composition of their own workforce; that they set up apprenticeships which 
target ethnic minorities; and that they support ethnic minority graduates to find 
suitable work. 

To view this report, please click here 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/469814/Apprenticeships_developing_skills_for_future_prosperity.pdf
http://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Levels-of-Success.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/supporting-ethnic-minority-young-people-education-work


 

 

NSPCC. Returning home from care: learning from case reviews 
 
This briefing focuses on key issues around returning children home from care and 
learning to improve practice. The briefing is based on case reviews and it shows that 
the moment children return home from care is challenging both for children and their 
families. The briefing suggests that a proper risk assessment of each situation is 
crucial to ensuring a successful transition. In particular, the briefing highlights that 
professionals need to be realistic about a child’s desire to go back home. The briefing 
also identifies helpful good practice and it says that monitoring the child before, 
during and after the return can promote the child’s wellbeing. 

To view this briefing, please click here 

NSPCC: Spotlight on preventing neglect 
 
This report provides evidence that child neglect is still very much with us in 2015, and 
is taking a massive human and economic toll. However, it also provides forceful 
evidence for hopeful messages that: (a) there are services that work to tackle 
neglect; (b) we can design better local systems to pick up early signs of neglect; and 
(c) relationships make the difference.  

To view this report, please click here 

Children and Young People Now. How training for teachers helps prevent 
primary school bullying 
 
This press release describes the Primary Bullying Intervention Training (BIT) project, 
which is a training programme aimed at school staff to prevent and tackle bullying. 
The programme which ran from March 2013 to March 2015 was delivered by the 
charity Kidscape, using a grant from the Department for Education. 211 primary 
schools from nine London boroughs took part in the programme. The first stage 
involved training professionals to recognise, prevent and deal with bullying. The 
second stage saw these professionals deliver lessons to children in years 4 and 5 on 
understanding different aspects of bullying. The outcomes seem to suggest that BIT 
was successful: 94% of participating schools reported decreased bullying; 97% of 
participating staff trained reported to have learnt how to prevent bullying; and 92% of 
participating children said they understood why they should not bully. 

To view this press release, please click here 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Young people and social security: an 
international review 
 
This report reviews social security entitlements of young people in Australia, 
Denmark, Germany, Sweden, the UK and the US. In particular, it compares these 
countries with respect to the duration of parental responsibility, state support for 
parents and young adults, housing costs for young people and educational support. 
The main focus of the report is what the UK can learn from other countries’ 
approaches. It shows that in the UK state support for parents with dependent young 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-protection-system/case-reviews/learning/returning-children-home-from-care/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/research-reports/spotlight-preventing-child-neglect-report.pdf
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/good-practice/1154464/how-training-for-teachers-helps-prevent-primary-school-bullying


 

 

adults ends before the young adults’ benefits start. The report argues that this is a 
gap in benefit provision, especially for those young adults who need to leave home at 
that point. The report also highlights that removing the automatic entitlement of 18- to 
21- year olds to Housing Benefits (as recently announced by the government) could 
widen this gap further.  

To view this report, please click here 

National Foundation for Educational Research. Cultural Education 
Partnerships (England) Pilot Study 
 
This is an evaluation of pilot Cultural Education Partnerships (CEPs) in 2014/15. 
CEPs are cultural organisations which liaise with local partners, such as local 
authorities, to develop the cultural provision in their area. In particular, the aims of the 
CEPs are: to give children and young people the opportunity to experience arts, 
museums and libraries; to give children and young people high-quality cultural 
education; and to enable cultural organisations to deliver high-quality cultural 
experiences to children and young people. The report assesses the impact of the 
CEPs and shows that although it is too soon to fully assess the impact of these 
initiatives on young people, CEPs seem to add value to cultural programmes.  

To view this report, please click here 

Public Health England. What works in schools and colleges to increase 
physical activity 
 
This briefing provides an overview from the evidence about what works in schools 
and colleges to increase levels of physical activity among children and young people. 
It aims to inspire the reader through practice examples. It also highlights links to 
Ofsted inspection criteria and signposts to useful sources of support. It will be of 
interest to head teachers and college principals, directors of public health and others 
working with schools and colleges. The evidence has been distilled into eight 
promising principles for practice, which have been tested with children and young 
people and practitioners. 
 
To view the briefing, please click here 
 
ESRC. Reducing the skills gap in further education 
 
This report compares changes in skills inequality across 24 OECD countries. It 
argues that skills inequality is one of the drivers of income inequality. It finds that the 
English post-16 education and training system increases inequalities in skills 
outcomes and skills opportunities. It also finds that apprenticeships which combine 
training with education and which include mandatory Maths and national language 
are successful at reducing the skills gap. On the basis of these and other findings, 
the report makes the following recommendations, amongst others: the learning of 
Maths and English should be mandatory in upper secondary education, publicly 
funded training provision and apprenticeships; upper secondary education, training 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/young-people-and-social-security-international-review
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/ACYQ01/ACYQ01.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/469703/What_works_in_schools_and_colleges_to_increas_physical_activity.pdf


 

 

programmes and apprenticeships should have a standardised study duration; and 
full-time further education programmes should increase the number of hours spent in 
classroom and workshops. 

To view this report, please click here 

Statistics 
 
Department for Education. Provisional destinations of key stage 4 and key 
stage 5 students in state-funded institutions, England, 2013/14 
 
This statistical release from the Department for Education shows the percentage of 
young people progressing to specified destinations in 2013/14. The measure is 
based on activity undertaken by the young person upon finishing compulsory 
schooling (in case of KS4) or taking qualifications (in case of KS5). Notably, it shows 
that the proportion of students who sustain their engagement with education, 
employment or training destinations after KS4 has increased by 3.4% since 2010/11. 
It also shows that the percentage of students who sustain their engagement with 
education, employment or training destinations after KS5 has increased by 5.8% 
since 2010/11. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 
 
Department for Education. Characteristics of children in need: 2014 to 2015 
 
This statistical release from the Department for Education shows the number of 
children assessed to be in need of social care services and the number of children 
who became the subject of a child protection plan during the financial year 2014/15. 
It shows that the number of children in need has slightly decreased in the last 
financial year (391,000 children, which is 6,600 less children than the previous year), 
but the overall trend since 2010 is stable. It also shows that in the last financial year 
more children were the subject of a child protection plan than in the previous year. 
This is in line with an overall upward trend seen since 2010. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

Department for education. Early years foundation stage profile results in 
England, 2015 
 
This statistical release from the Department for Education shows the level of 
development achieved by children at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage. It 
shows that 66.3% of children reached a good level of development in 2015. This 
represents a significant improvement from 2013 levels (51.7%). This document also 
shows that girls do better than boys, but the gender gap has decreased. In 2015 the 
gender gap was 15.6 percentage points (ppts), whereas it was 16.0 ppts in 2013. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

 

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/evidence-briefings/reducing-the-skills-gap-in-further-education/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/469390/SFR40-2015_Destination_Measures_2013-14_Final_20151019.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/469737/SFR41-2015_Text.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467070/SFR_36-2015_Main_Text.pdf


 

 

Ofsted: Childcare inspections and outcomes 
 
This statistical release focuses on numbers of registered childcare providers and 
inspection outcomes, movement in the childcare sector, provisional data for early 
2015 inspections and revised data for late 2014 inspections. The most interesting 
result is that the proportion of Early Years providers judged to be good or outstanding 
is now 85%. This is an improvement from 78% in 2014 and is in line with an ongoing 
upward trend. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/443529/02_Childcare_inspections_and_outcomes_key_findings_as_at_31_March_2015.pdf


 

 

Criminal Justice 
 
Policy 
 
Home Office. Counter-Extremism Strategy 
 
This document sets out the government’s strategy to counter extremism in all its 
forms.  
 
To view the strategy, please click here 
 
Reports 
 
Home Office. Report on the inter-departmental ministerial group on modern 
slavery 2015 
 
This is the fourth report published by the UK’s inter-departmental ministerial group 
(IDMG) on modern slavery. Since the publication of the group’s last update in 
October 2014, the UK government, the Scottish government and the Northern Ireland 
executive have taken action to stop modern slavery, including human trafficking. 
 
To view this report, please click here 
 
Home Office and Department for Education. Mandatory reporting of female 
genital mutilation: procedural information  
 
This publication gives relevant professionals and the police an understanding of the 
new female genital mutilation (FGM) mandatory reporting duty. 
 
To view, please click here 
 
Justice Matters. Discussing alternatives to criminal justice 
 
This collection of articles discusses alternatives to the criminal justice system. A 
number of experts on the topic share their views on what they would build to replace 
criminal justice. The aim of this document is to challenge the status quo and put 
forward new suggestions, to effectively deal with the social challenges that affect 
society. For instance, one of the contributors stresses the crucial role of education in 
crime prevention, under the slogan ‘build schools not prisons’. Another contributor 
highlights the risks of criminalising asylum seekers and encourages building a 
humane asylum system.  

To view this report, please click here 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-extremism-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-of-the-inter-departmental-ministerial-group-on-modern-slavery-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information
http://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/sites/crimeandjustice.org.uk/files/Discussing%20alternatives%20to%20criminal%20justice.pdf


 

 

Nuffield Foundation. Towards a family justice observatory to improve the 
generation and application of research 
 
This report aims to promote the better use of research findings within the family 
justice system. It clarifies the research needs of the family justice system, it examines 
existing mechanisms for supporting the use of research evidence in the family justice 
system and it sets out the basis to generate timely and robust research relevant to 
the family justice system. The report argues that research can make a positive 
contribution to the family justice system because it gives solid foundations to its 
policies, professional guidelines, the forensic process and the decision making 
processes of judges and others. 

To view this report, please click here 

Statistics 
 
Ministry of Justice. Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements Annual 
Report 2014/15 
 
Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) are statutory arrangements 
to manage the risk posed by sexual and violent offenders. This release, published by 
the Ministry of Justice, contains information about offenders who are eligible for 
MAPPA. It shows that 68,214 offenders were eligible for MAPPA in March 2015. 73% 
of them were sexual offenders. The number of sexual offenders eligible for MAPPA 
has been rising in the past five years (a 40% increase compared to 2010). 98% of all 
MAPPA cases in 2014/15 were managed at level 1, i.e. Ordinary Agency 
Management. This is the lowest level of multi-agency co-operation required to 
implement the offender’s risk management plan. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

Ministry of Justice. Proven Re-offending Statistics Quarterly Bulletin 
 
This statistical release provides information on the number of proven re-offences by 
adult and juvenile offenders who were released from custody, received a non-
custodial conviction at court, received a caution, or received a reprimand or warning 
in the period January to December 2013. In 2013, the re-offending rate was 26.5%. 
This rate is part of a stable trend since 2003. The 2013 figure is a 0.5% increase 
compared to 2012 and a 2.0% decrease since 2003. 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

 
  

http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/sites/default/files/files/NUFJ3677_Family%20Justice_briefing_paper_08_10_15_WEB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/471408/mappa-annual-report-2014-15.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/472524/proven-reoffending-2013.pdf


 

 

Adult Social Care and Health 
 
Reports 
 
Care Quality Commission. The state of health care and adult social care in 
England 
 
This report, published by the Care Quality Commission (CQC), presents the 
outcomes of CQC inspections across health and social care in 2014/15. Overall, 60% 
of adult social care services, 85% of primary medical services and 39% of hospitals 
are rated good or outstanding. Despite these broadly positive results, the CQC found 
significant variations in standards, depending on the ethnic background of the service 
users and their type of need. The CQC found that people with mental health needs or 
from ethnic minorities reported positive experience less often than other groups of 
service users. The report concludes with some recommendations to improve the 
resilience of the health and social care sector, to face the current pressures. The 
CQC recommends that services are collaborative, open and transparent, and that 
they have the right staff skill mix to ensure safety. 

To view this report, click here  

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. The costs and benefits of paying all the lowest-
paid care home workers in the UK the Living Wage 
 
This report looks at the estimated costs of paying the Living Wage (LW) to all care 
home staff, in particular, care workers and ancillary staff. This report estimates the 
impact of the LW on care home staff and assesses how salaries and funding are 
going to change under the new provision. The report argues, amongst other things, 
that the LW would not necessarily increase households’ income, because the 
proposed reduction in in-work benefits is estimated to cost around £1,000 a year. 
The report suggests that this reduction is not compensated by the increased wage. 

To view this report, please click here 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. The cost of the cuts: a social impact tool for 
local authorities 
 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation assessed the impact of savings on local councils 
over the past five years. This analysis looked, in particular, at how reductions in 
services, changes in eligibility thresholds and consolidations of facilities have 
impacted on service users. As a result of this work, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
developed a tool which each local authority can use to assess the social impact of 
savings in their area. This document is an introduction to the tool and it explains its 
features. 

To view this document, please click here 

 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/20151030_CQC_StateofCareReport_WEBaccessible.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/costs-and-benefits-paying-all-lowest-paid-care-home-workers-uk-living-wage
https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/cost-cuts-social-impact-tool-local-authorities


 

 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Social networks for disadvantaged people from 
ethnic minority groups 
 
This report focuses on ways to mitigate poverty other than cash transfers. In 
particular, it focuses on the role an individual’s social networks play in reducing 
poverty. It argues that there are effective relationship-based approaches to reducing 
poverty. In light of this, it makes recommendations to enhance good practice. The 
report suggests that: child benefits should be conditional on parents enrolling their 
children in quality pre-school education; Sure Start Children’s Centres should receive 
a financial reward for increasing the participation of people from ethnic minority 
backgrounds; and OFSTED should take the ethnic composition of governing bodies 
into account when they run their inspections. 

To view this report, please click here 

The King’s Fund. Measuring the performance of local health systems: a review 
for the Department of Health 
 
This review looked at how to measure the performance of health services within 
clinical commissioning group (CCG) areas, including how well these services work 
with social care and public health services. The report recommends a radical 
simplification and alignment of existing NHS performance frameworks. The report 
recommends that, rather than create an additional new way of measuring 
performance, a better approach would be to consolidate the three national Outcomes 
Frameworks into a single framework covering the NHS, public health and adult social 
care. It also recommends that a small set of headline indicators are selected to 
present key performance information to the public. The report notes that it is 
important to engage with the public to determine what indicators should be used and 
what domains are to be covered as this is an evidence-free zone.  

To view this report, please click here 

Public Health England. Health inequalities in London 
 
This report describes the importance of health inequalities, the economic case for 
investing in health inequalities and provides a descriptive analysis of health 
inequalities in London. 
 
To view, please click here 
 
Statistics 
 
HSCIC. Safeguarding adults 
 
This statistical release presents some key findings about adults at risks in the 
financial year 2014/15. This report is focused on adults for whom safeguarding 
referrals where opened in that year and on serious case reviews. Serious case 
reviews take place when an adult has died and/or suffered serious harm. This report 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/reducing-poverty-promoting-diverse-social-networks
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/sites/files/kf/field/field_publication_file/measuring-the-performance-of-local-health-systems-dh-review-kingsfund-oct15.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467805/Health_inequalities_in_London_Oct_15.pdf


 

 

found that safeguarding referrals were opened for 103,900 individuals in 2014/15, 
which is a similar figure to 2013/14. 32% of concluded referrals in 2014/15 were 
related to neglect and acts of omission (30% in 2013/14), whilst 27% of them were 
related to physical abuse (same proportion as 2013/14). 43% of allegations in 
concluded referrals in 2014/15 identified home as the location of risk, whilst 36% of 
them identified a care home as the location of risk. In 2014/15 there were 65 serious 
case reviews, compared to 60 in 2013/14 (8.3% increase). 

To view this statistical release, please click here 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB18869/sar-1415-rep.pdf

