
 
 

  

                       

October 2016 

Welcome to October’s edition of the CordisPulse - a monthly digest of key research 
and policy developments across the sectors in which Cordis Bright provides 
research and consultancy services, i.e. children and young people's services, 
criminal justice, and adult social care and health.  
 

A particular highlight from September is ‘Time to listen’ − a joined up response to 
child sexual exploitation and missing children 

 

 
"The report highlights a range of activities which can improve 
practice in protecting children from CSE. These provide valuable 
food for thought for anybody involved in children’s social care, 
health, youth offending services, the voluntary sector or the 
police.” 
 

Yvette King, Head of Safeguarding, Cordis Bright 
 

 

Other Interesting reports and developments in this month's Pulse include: 

 A briefing from Action for Children, Fair by Five, outlining proposals to make 
child development a national priority 

 A report from HMIP on the impact of distance from home on children in 
custody 

 A report exploring the economic case for closer working between the 
housing and health sectors from the National Housing Alliance and the 
Kings Fund 

 A guide from Nesta and the Health Foundation outlining how behavioural 
science can help spread the take-up of person- and community-centred 
approaches to health and wellbeing 
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If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised in this month's Pulse please do 
contact us on 020 7330 9170. 

Best wishes, 
 

 
Dr Stephen Boxford  
 
Head of Research 

 
If you would prefer not to receive future editions of the CordisPulse, please click ‘unsubscribe’ at the very end of this 
email. If you would like to discuss anything that arises from the Pulse (or if there are others who you think would like 
to receive copies) then please contact Dr Stephen Boxford on stephenboxford@cordisbright.co.uk or 020 7330 9170. 
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Cordis Bright News 
 
What works: effectively addressing domestic abuse in children's services 
practice 
 
On Thursday 13th October, we facilitated an interesting workshop on how children’s services 
practice can effectively address domestic abuse. The workshop included representation from 
Local Authorities, Voluntary and Community Sector organisations and specialist practitioners. 
Through small and plenary discussion groups delegates were able to share their own 
experiences of working in children's services and discuss 'what works' in addressing 
domestic abuse.  
 
The workshop explored: 
 

 Developments in policy, strategy and inspection frameworks in relation to domestic 
abuse and violence against women and girls. 

 Original research undertaken by Cordis Bright on the strengths and gaps in children's 
social work practice, based on recent case file audits. 

 Top-tips for improving practice in children's social work. 
 
If you would like to view a copy of the slides used on the day please click here. 

 
Children and young people’s services 
 
Reports 
 
Ofsted, Care Quality Commission, HM Inspectorate of Constabulary, and HM 
Inspectorate of Probation. Time to listen − a joined up response to child sexual 
exploitation and missing children 
 
A thematic report that outlines findings from the 5 joint targeted area inspections conducted 
from February to August 2016. Joint targeted area inspections include a ‘deep dive’ 
investigation - an evaluation of children and young people’s experiences. In this case, the 
theme is child sexual exploitation and children missing from home, care or education. 
 

Childline. Childline Annual Review, 2015/16 
 
The annual review looks at what children talk about in counselling sessions. It looks at who 
ChildLine are counselling and how they are choosing to get in touch. It focuses on some of 
the biggest and emerging issues of the last year: mental health and wellbeing, sexuality and 
gender identity and problems at school. 
 
 

Care Inspectorate. Learning From Significant Case Reviews in Scotland 
 
A review of reports from significant case reviews (SCRs) completed in Scotland between 1 
April 2012 and 31 March 2015. 20 reports, involving 23 children and young people, were 
analysed to provide characteristics of children and families involved (including statistical 
information); factors affecting agency working; risk factors for children at different ages. The 
report discusses the SCR process and finds that standardisation is needed. It makes 
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recommendations about how child protection processes can be improved and how the use of 
SCRs can be developed to improve learning. 

 
Briefings 
 
Action for Children. Fair by Five 
 
Fair by Five is a call on the Government to make child development 
a national priority in England, help families overcome the barriers 
that hold children back, and give every child the best start. This 
briefing explains the importance of child development, the barriers 
and proposes ways to overcome them.  

 
 

https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media/7299/fair-by-five-campaign-briefing-updated.pdf
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media/7299/fair-by-five-campaign-briefing-updated.pdf


Criminal Justice 
 
Reports 
 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation. A thematic 
inspection of the provision and quality of services in the 
community for women who offend 
 
The inspection explores the quality and effectiveness of services 
for women after the implementation of the government’s 
Transforming Rehabilitation programme. It looks at work that had 
been commissioned, delivered or accessed by Community 
Rehabilitation Companies or the National Probation Service.  
 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary. Public views 
of policing in England and Wales 
 
In 2015, HMIC commissioned Ipsos MORI to undertake a survey of public perceptions of 
policing in England and Wales. This report sets out the results of the survey. 
 
Over 25,000 people across England and Wales completed the survey which included 
questions on local policing, contact and serious and organised crime. The findings reflected 
differences in the experiences and perceptions of individuals across the country. The report 
also shows that the views of people living in urban and rural areas and people living in 
affluent and deprived areas has an impact on how they view local policing service. 

 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons. The impact of distance from home on 
children in custody 
 
This review pulls together views and data on the impact of distance from home on children in 
custody. This includes the impact of distance from home on aspects of daily life in custody 
for children and the impact of distance from home on resettlement planning and outcomes on 
release. 
 
The review draws on interviews with children and staff at two young offender institutions 
(YOIs) and one secure training centre (STC), and data provided by those establishments. It 
also uses data from surveys conducted at four YOIs holding 15–18-year-olds and two STCs, 
and recall data provided by the Youth Justice Board. 
 
 

Criminal Justice and Behaviour. A Global Multisite Randomized Controlled 
Trial on the Effect of Police Body-Worn Cameras on Citizens’ Complaints 
Against the Police  
 
The use of body-worn cameras (BWCs) by the police is rising. One proposed effect of BWCs 
is reducing complaints against police, which assumes that BWCs reduce officer 
noncompliance with procedures, improve suspects’ demeanour, or both, leading to fewer 
complaints.  
 
The article report results from a global, multisite randomized controlled trial on whether BWC 
use reduces citizens’ complaints. It discusses these results in terms of an “observer effect” 
that influences both officers’ and citizens’ behaviour and assesses what they interpret as 
treatment diffusion between experimental and control conditions within the framework of 
“contagious accountability.” 
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Prison Service Journal. Criminal Justice and Behaviour. Prison Building Does 
Size matter? A Re-Assessment 
 
Iolo Madoc-Jones from Glyndwr University, and his co-authors, revisit the issue of prison 
size. What are the challenges of operating larger prisons? Do the economic benefits come at 
a cost in terms of quality and everyday social relations? Using the findings of HM 
Inspectorate of prisons, Madoc-Jones presents empirical evidence for the view that larger 
prisons come at a cost.  
 

Briefings 
 
Ministry of Justice and HM Courts & Tribunals Service. Transforming our 
justice system – joint statement 
 
This is a joint statement from The Lord Chancellor, Lord Chief Justice, and the Senior 
President of Tribunals on their shared vision for the future of Her Majesty’s Courts & Tribunal 
Service. The consultation explains what they are doing to achieve reform of the justice 
system, and invites the public and interested stakeholders to give their views on certain 
specific measures. 
 
 

https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/sites/crimeandjustice.org.uk/files/PSJ%20227%20September%202016.pdf
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Adult Social Care and Health 
 
Reports 
 
The King’s Fund and the New NHS Alliance. The 
economics of housing and health 
 
This report, based on work commissioned by the National Housing 
Federation from The King’s Fund and the New NHS Alliance, looks 
at the economic case for closer working between the housing and 
health sectors. The authors demonstrate how housing associations 
provide a wide range of services that produce health benefits, 
which can both reduce demand on the NHS and create social 
value.  

 
 

The King’s Fund and the Nuffield Trust. Social care for older people 
 
This report, published jointly with the Nuffield Trust, looks at the current state of social care 
services for older people in England, through a combination of national data and interviews 
with local authorities, NHS and private providers, Healthwatch and other groups. It considers 
the impact of cuts in local authority spending on social care providers and on older people, 
their families and carers. 
 

The King’s Fund. Understanding quality in district nursing services 
 
This report investigates what ‘good’ district nursing care looks like from the perspective of 
people receiving this care, unpaid carers and district nursing staff and puts forward a 
framework for understanding the components involved. It also looks at the growing demand–
capacity gap in district nursing and the worrying impact that this is having on services, the 
workforce and the quality and safety of patient care. The report makes recommendations to 
policy-makers, regulators, commissioners and provider organisations as to how to start to 
address these pressures. 
 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. UK poverty: Causes, costs and solutions 
 
This report explains what poverty is and what causes it, highlights trends and projections in 
UK poverty, and makes recommendations for tackling the high costs driving poverty, 
including housing; poverty in childhood; poverty in working age; poverty in later life; and 
poverty for people with complex needs. It gives more detail on the evidence for their strategy: 
We can solve UK poverty, which sets out recommendations for how governments, 
businesses and employers, service providers, investors, and citizens and communities can 
act to solve poverty. 
 

Tools and Guidance 
 
Nesta and the Health Foundation. Spreading change: A 
guide to enabling the spread of person- and community-
centred approaches for health and wellbeing 
 
This guide outlines how behavioural science can help spread the 
take-up of person- and community-centred approaches to health 
and wellbeing. It is part of Realising the Value, a project by Nesta 
and the Health Foundation which is focused on strengthening the 
case for people taking an active role in their health and care. They 
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are identifying evidence-based approaches that engage people and communities, and 
developing tools to support implementation across the NHS and local communities.  
 

Local Government Association. Commissioning for better health outcomes 
 
This guide has been developed with commissioners from councils and partner organisations, 
building on existing learning and resources and sharing new and innovative practice 
developed by those working to improve public health. The guide includes eight case study 
examples which were chosen to illustrate positive approaches to commissioning being taken 
across the country to address a wide range of public health challenges. 
 

NICE. Mental health problems in people with learning disabilities: prevention, 
assessment and management  
 
This guideline covers preventing, assessing and managing mental health problems in people 
with learning disabilities in all settings (including health, social care, education, and forensic 
and criminal justice). It aims to improve assessment and support for mental health 
conditions, and help people with learning disabilities and their families and carers to be 
involved in their care. 

 
NICE. Social care for older people with multiple long-term conditions 
 
NICE quality standards describe high-priority areas for quality improvement in a defined care 
or service area. This quality standard covers the planning and delivery of coordinated, 
person-centred social care and support for older people with multiple long-term conditions. 
The quality standard is focused on people aged over 65 as this is the largest group of people 
affected by multiple long-term conditions. It includes older people living in their own homes, 
in specialist settings or in care homes, and those who receive support with funding for their 
social care and those who do not. 
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